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making with it on himself the sign of
the cross ere he goes onward towards
the altar. On this Robert Taylor remarks,;
"The baptismal fonts in our Protestant
churches, and we need hardly say more
especially the little cisterns at the entrance
of our Catholic chapels, are not imitations,
but an unbroken and never interrupted
continuation of the same aqua minaria,
or aniula, which the learned Montfaucon,
in his Antiquities, shows to have been
vases of holy water, which were placed
by the heathens at the entrance of their
temples, to sprinkle themselves with upon
entering those sacred edifices."1

Whether in the Baptism of initial
reception into the Church, or in these
minor lustrations, water is the material
agent employed, the great cleansing fluid
in Nature, and therefore the best symbol
for purification. Over this water a mantra
is pronounced, in the English ritual repre-
sented by the prayer, " Sanctify this water
to the mystical washing away of sin,"
concluding with the formula, "In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and

1 jDiegesis, p. 219.